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Welcome

Young Audiences * Arts for Learning * Virginia

Young Audiences - Arts for Learning - Virginia works every day to inspire and en-
gage students IN and THROUGH the arts. We do this through a strategic partner-
ship that includes: talented performing artists, passionate teaching artists and a

highly qualified staff who believe in the power of the arts.

The documents in this packet are designed to provide you with information at your
fingertips, to welcome you to the world of Young Audiences. We encourage you to
utilize this information to familiarize yourself with Young Audiences and our mis-

sion.

If you would like clarification regarding this packet or any other media concerns,
please feel free to contact Jasmine Khadrane, PR/Development Coordinator by
email at PRDevelop@yav.org or by calling 757-466-7555 ext. 309.
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About Young Audiences of Virginia
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What You Need to Know about YAV

Our Mission: To inspire and engage students IN and THROUGH
the arts

We believe that creativity is a critical aspect of the development of a

child, and failing to develop every child’s creative capacity diminishes all of us.
When the arts are integrated into the core curriculum, multiple intelligences and
learning styles of children are honored and valued, resulting in children learning
more effectively.

We provide innovative programs and services:

Arts for Learning Literacy Programs: using the arts to impact children’s literacy
scores

Arts Integration Performances: specially designed in-school, arts programs aligned to
core curriculum and SOLs

Early Childhood Programming: ensuring creative development at a critical time

Workshops and Master Classes: supplying in-depth learning with greater art exposure
and connection to curriculum

After School Residencies and Projects: providing affirmative alternatives to perform-
ance workshops that support students learning

Professional Development for Educators: custom designed arts centered or arts inte-
grated training for in-classroom support

Workforce Readiness and Life-Skills through the Arts: enhancing global creativity
and providing effective arts-based communication training

In the 2014-2015 fiscal year, we provided more than 1,600 hours of arts-integration pro-

gramming to 64,500 students, parents, artists and educators. In the last 60 years, we have

impacted nearly 10 million children throughout Virginia

We help develop creative children who are:

Innovative Problem-Solvers—able to assess and manipulate perspectives to arrive at
different solutions.

Self-Disciplined—inspired with a passion for excellence, students can self-regulate, stay
focused and follow their intentionally set goals.

Expressive and Communicative—capable of giving form to thoughts and feelings in a
passionate and effective way.
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Our History

Celebrating over 60 Years of Arts in Education

Young Audiences of Virginia first brought arts-in-education programs

to Virginia in 1955. From its humble beginnings, with a single string

ensemble and a handful of volunteers, the organization has grown to nearly 200 profes-
sional artists in various artistic disciplines. In our first decade, we worked in the
Hampton Roads area with the Feldman String Quartet and visited 20 schools. In the
1960s the “Norfolk” Chapter of Young Audiences was independently incorporated and
our programming increased to 90 hours per year.

During our third decade, the 1970s, we hired our first professional staff and our pro-
grams doubled. YAV changed its name to reflect our entire service area, becoming the
Virginia Chapter of Young Audiences, Inc.

In the 1980s, our programs expanded extensively into Central, Southwestern, and
Northern Virginia, as well as North Carolina and West Virginia. During this productive
decade, our board of directors elected to change its name to Young Audiences of Vir-
ginia, Inc.

By the 1990s, the organization had expanded significantly, providing more than 900
hours of programming in schools throughout the state. As part of a national network,
Young Audiences received the National Medal of Arts, which was presented by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton to one of our national board members, Yo Yo Ma, at the White House.
During this critical decade of our history, we began to integrate our programming fully
into the Virginia Standards of Learning (SOLs) mandated by the State Department of
Education.

Now in our 60t year, we are the largest arts-in-education organization in Virginia. We
provided over 1,600 program hours last year and reached more than 64,500 students,
parents, artists and educators. A significant amount of our service hours now include
in-depth, in-school and after-school artist in residence programs, impacting the creative
development of students in a profound way. We are also expanding our commitment to
systemic change by providing quality arts integration teacher training in partnership
with school systems and universities.
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Top 10 Things To Know About YAV

1. YAV offers arts-in-education programming in all art forms to
schools, museums, libraries and any facility invested in education
through the arts.

2. YAV Artists offer in and after school performances, workshops, and residency pro-
jects to enhance core curriculum concepts.

3. All YAV programs are correlated to the Virginia Standards of Learning.
4. YAV served over 10 million students throughout Virginia since 1955.

5. YAV supports curriculum for early childhood to high school students, and all pro-
grams are pre, post and authentically assessed.

6. Students have experienced positive behavioral and motivational changes through
YAV Character Education projects.

7. YAV is a non-profit organization and is one of 36 affiliates of Young Audiences Inc.,
making us the largest arts-in-education network in the country.

8. 70 cents of every dollar goes directly to support arts-in-education initiatives.

9. Financial support for YAV comes from 37% earned income, 27% private donations,
24% municipal grants, and 12% from foundation support.

10. You can empower students with Young Audiences programming by:
a. Offering your financial support
b. Getting involved with our Board and committees
c. Serve as a volunteer with our special events and help tell our story
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Meet the Executive Director

Michael Kerry Williams began his musical and ar-
tistic interests at a young age as a soloist with the
American Boychoir, a Broadway Artist and a Televi-
sion Actor. This experience forged his love for music,
arts, and his hope for all children to experience
quality artistry and expression. Mr. Williams is a
former educator in New York, New Jersey and
North Carolina.

Mr. Williams served Young Audiences of Virginia as
the Artistic Director since 2000. In 2013 he took on " ;

the Executive Director position and implemented new arts-integrated initiatives including
Kindergarten Readiness, Teen Resilience, Summer Arts Camp Programming and enhanced
Out of School Time offerings. Michael developed a strong multicultural program, providing
diversity awareness and cultural understanding for young people as well as a compare and
contrast educational philosophy exploring communications, similarities and common
ground through the arts.

He has received arts integrated training from National Young Audiences, Inc., Kennedy
Center for the Arts, and Wolf Trap. Mr. Williams holds a Bachelor of Music in Performance
and a Bachelors of Music in Composition from Westminster Choir College-Princeton, as
well as MM from NYU with studies at Juilliard School of Music and Boston Conservatory.

While leading Young Audiences of Virginia’s staff and artists, Michael maintains his career
as a classical musician and composer. His compositions and arrangements cross boundaries
from children’s musicals, choral works, classical art songs, instrumental and songwriting.
As a vocalist, past performances include appearances with the Metropolitan Opera, New
York City Opera, Virginia Opera, Atlanta Opera, Augusta Opera, Charleston opera, Caro-
lina Opera, Spoleto Festival, Glimmerglass, Bucks County Players, Encore Theatre, West-
minster Choir, and the New York Choral Society to name a few. He has performed under
the baton of Leonard Bernstein, Zubin Mehta, Ricardo Mutti, Hugh Wolf, John Williams,
among others.

Mr. Williams is the current Chair of the Chesapeake Fine Arts Commission, is active with
the Virginia Symphony Education Committee, Virginia Opera and with several regional
arts organizations. He holds memberships with The Greater Hampton Roads Cultural Alli-
ance, VMEA, American Choral Directors Association, ASCAP, and AEP.
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Integrity Commission

Young Audiences of Virginia 60th Anniversary Celebration Week

3/15/2015
WHEREAS, Young Audiences - Arts for Learning - Virginia is celebrating 60 years of operation, first bringing arts-in-education programs to
Virginia in 1955; and

WHEREAS, Young Audiences of Virginia is the leading provider of high-quality arts-in-education programming throughout the
Commonwealth of Virginia, impacting 10 million students in the past 60 years; and

WHEREAS, Young Audiences of Virginia offers a variety of arts performances and workshops grounded in core curriculum, residencies for
children of all ages, and professional development in arts-integration techniques that improve students’ literacy skills, motivation to read,
and ability to learn; and

WHEREAS, Young Audiences of Virginia implements programs utilizing visual arts, dance, theatre, music, and storytelling into social studies,
language arts, science, math, and multicultural curricula, all aligned with the Virginia Standards of Learning; and

WHEREAS, Young Audiences of Virginia makes it possible for students to experience high-quality arts programming; and
WHEREAS, March 15-21, 2015, is celebrated as National Young Audiences-Arts for Learning-week across the country;

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Terence R. McAuliffe, do hereby recognize March 15-21, 2015, as YOUNG AUDIENCES OF VIRGINIA 60™
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION WEEK in our COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, and | call this observance to the attention of all our citizens.
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"The Arts are Wild” at the Virginia Zoo

STED 2:09 PM, APRIL 22, 2014, BY HOLLY HENRY

f Facesook ¥ rwirTEr © 5 REDDIT © pINTEREST in LINKEDIN = EMAIL

Norfolk, Va. - Young Audiences - Arts for
Learning - Virginia brings “The Arts Are Wild,” a
literacy celebration through the arts, back to the
Virginia Zoo Saturday, May 3, 2014, from 11 a.m.
to4 p.m.

“The Arts Are Wild is a fantastic event bringing

e durin iuH

arts and education together to entertain and , : 00
April 13, 2013 (Virginia Zoo pho l y Dav |1 otten)
educate children of all ages,” said Greg L i

Bockheim, the Zoo's executive director. “We're

thrilled to have YAV as a partner in the event again this year.”

Presented by Liberty Tax, and supported by TowneBank and a host of other funders, The
Arts Are Wild activities will include: musical performances by YAV artists, story
boarding, comic book art, poetry, and more! All the activities are included with regular
Zoo admission.

Families will also have the opportunity to meet award-winning author and illustrator
Cece Bell, well known for her “Sock Monkey" and “Rabbit & Robot” children's book
series. Books will be available for purchasing and signing at the event.

FILED IN: NEWS
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A GRACEFUL EDUCATION: HOW DANCING HELPS PREPARE STUDENTS FOR VA
STANDARDS OF LEARNING

Sheena Jefters

I o B 55
Teaching Virginia's Standards of Learning through dance is not only possible,
but there is recorded data from right here in Hampton Roads showing that
connecting the arts to core curriculum can make a real impact on test scores.

Young Audiences — Arts for Learning — Virginia and Todd Rosenlieb Dance recently taught fifth and sixth
grade girls and boys of Portsmouth Public Schools the math SOLs through tap and hip-hop dance. The

results?

Based on a review of our pre-assessment and post-assessments of students from Simonsdzle Elementary
School who participated in the 8-week residency, 13% of students felt more positive about dance; 6% of
students felt more positive about exercise; 45% of students felt more positive about math; with, most
importantly, an average increase of 40% in post-assessment scores. Of those students that felt more
positive about math, 10% increased their opinion by 75%. And we aren’t done yet. Churchland Primary

and Intermediate School will begin the residency in January 2015.

image | Stellar Exposures
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ODU AND YOUNG AUDIENCES COLLABORATE FOR
LEARNING LITERACY

Old Dominion University and Young Audiences of Virginia will host the Arts for Learning Conference on the ODU campus of Feb.
20-23. The conference brings arts educators and chapter representatives of the national Young Audiences network together in
support of a national education initiative called Arts for Learning.

Young Audiences of Virginia is partnering with ODU’s Darden College of Education to offer Arts for Learning Literacy Lessons as
a continuing education course, making the university one of the first schools in the state to address new arts integration standards
for teacher education.

“The Darden College of Education is pleased to collaborate with Young Audiences of Virginia in hosting the national conference to
help educators integrate the arts into the traditional curriculum and to learn new ways of increasing student achievement in the
core curriculum through the arts,"” said Dean Bill Graves. *| am pleased that faculty from the Darden College of Education and the
College of Arts and Letters are participating in this interdisciplinary-based approach to teaching children and youth.”

The Arts for Learning Literacy Lessons represent an exciting new direction in literacy education. Leveraging proven arts
integration techniques in support of specific and measurable literacy goals, this five-unit series is designed to enhance literacy
instruction for students in grades three through six. Created through a national initiative by Young Audiences for use by classroom
teachers with no special training in the arts, each unit focuses on building students' understanding of specific literacy objectives.

Units cover plot, character, author's choice, character perspective and more. Through the use of theater techniques, graphic novel
illustration, collage, music and dance, children create finished works to share with younger students. Weaving the arts into
language arts instruction helps ignite the creative process for students.

A study of students from Brunswick, N.J., Cleveland and Houston, conducted by the independent education research firm
WestEd, showed that students who received the Literacy Lessons made substantial gains on tests of literacy skills and
understanding. After 18 hours of instruction the A4L students had:

« two times as many story comprehension gains;
« four times as many gains on questions related to understanding "author's choice" and vocabulary;
« six times as many visualization gains; and

» more than five times the gains in understanding story elements such as the central problem.
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Young Audiences of Virginia ED
Participates in SupportMusic Music
Education Community Forum

= 12@sablampton City Public Schools (Hampton, VA) ...

The SupportMusic Music Education Community Forum sponsored by the NAMM
Foundation, NAFME, and the John Lennon Educational Tour Bus will be rolling into the
Hampton Roads Convention Center on October 21, and will focus on the topic of “Music
Education in Hampton Roads.” This stop is just one on the Community Forum fall tour
and will feature a panel of local music education experts, including Michael Kerry
Williams, the Executive Director of Young Audiences of Virginia.

The SupportMusic Community Forum is presented as part of a two day stay of the John
Lennon Educational Tour bus, and is part of the award earmed by the Hampton City
Schools for submitting a winning video illustrating the "unique greatness” of their music
education program in a contest hosted by NAMM.

The event will be free and open to the public, and will be available to those not in the
area via a live webcast, starting with an 8:30am forum preview.The Forum will also
feature performances by the Kecoughtan High School Jazz Band and the Armstrong

Elementary School for the Arts Choir.
Click here for more information about the event or to RSVP.

Click here for more information about Young Audiences of Virginia.



Young Audiences of Virginia appears on
Norfolk Perspectives to discuss our spring event, Arts Are Wild!

T '
Michael Kerry Williams

Arts-In-Education Director
Young Audiences of Virginia, Inc.

T —
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Young Audiences of Virginia appears on ABC13 Noon Show to

discuss our 60th anniversary event, Raise a Ruckus!

RAISING A RUCKUS: SUPPORTING ARTS EDUCATION
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Jasmine Khadrane
PR/Development Coordinator
PRDevelop@yav.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 757-466-7555 ext. 309

September 10, 2015

Raise a Ruckus for the arts!
Young Audiences of Virginia celebrates its 60" Anniversary

Norfolk, Va. - Young Audiences - Arts for Learning - Virginia celebrates its 60th anniversary
event, Raise a Ruckus!, September 17, 2015 at 6 p.m. at the Norfolk Yacht and Country Club.

This event is aimed to acknowledge the support we have received in the last 60 years and cele-
brate the future of Young Audiences of Virginia.

Sandra Parker, from ABC13, will kick off the night as special guest host and auctioneer. The
evening will include Appalachian musicians, "After Jack", a paddle raise and a silent auction. All
proceeds will go towards the continued efforts to bring arts-in-education programming to schools

state wide.

Since 1955, Young Audiences of Virginia has been the leading provider of high quality arts-in-
education programming for the state, with all programs grounded in the Virginia Standards of

Learning core curriculum.

“During my 15 years with YAV, I have experienced the impact of arts-in-education program-
ming throughout Virginia. [ am happy to be a part of an organization that uses innovation and
creativity to enrich the lives of children,” said Michael Kerry Williams, Executive Director of

Young Audiences of Virginia.

Guests are encouraged to come dressed in country and/or black tie attire and celebrate arts-in-
education with Young Audiences of Virginia. The organization is excited for its continued sup-
port during this celebratory time.

HitH
Young Audiences - Arts for Learning — Virginia is the leading provider of high quality arts-in-
education programming in Virginia. We offer an array of arts performances and workshops
grounded in Virginia’s core curriculum, residencies for children of all ages, and professional de-
velopment for teachers in arts-integration techniques that improve students’ literacy skills, moti-
vation to read, and ability to learn. Young Audiences of Virginia, Inc. is a 501(c)(3), not-for-

profit.
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© Kendahl Craig

Development Director

(757)-446-7555

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE developmentdirector@yav.org

April 16, 2015

Young Audiences - Arts for Learning - Virginia Tackles Literacy at the Virginia Zoo
Showcase the power of fun in reading

NORFOLK, Va.— Young Audiences - Arts for Learning - Virginia is joining forces with the
Virginia Zoo, for a celebration of literacy at their 3rd Annual Arts Are Wild! event on May 2,
2015 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

As one of Hampton Road’s largest events, Arts Are Wild! presents dynamic artistic perform-
ances and interactive literacy activities that make reading come alive. Last year’s event increased
Zoo attendance by more than 27 percent which they are hoping to surpass this year.

This event encourages families to get involved in literacy with their child, for a day of fun-filled
activities.

Children’s literacy continues to be is a growing issue within the state:

* According to the Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening (PALS) last fall in Vir-
ginia, 12.5 percent of children arrived to kindergarten without the basic literacy skills
needed to succeed in school

e 57 percent of Virginia’s incoming fourth graders scored below proficient reading levels

* In Virginia, children who repeat grades kindergarten through third grade cost taxpayers
about $80m/year

Executive Director of Young Audiences of Virginia, Michael Kerry Williams said, “I am very
proud to be a part of Arts Are Wild! We take pride in making literacy more entertaining for stu-
dents and teaching families the importance of arts-for-learning.”

Young Audiences of Virginia invites the community to their celebration of literacy on May 2,
2015 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more information, call (757)-446-7555 or email Kendahl Craig
at developmentdirector@yav.org.

HitH
Young Audiences - Arts for Learning - Virginia uses learning through the creativity of dance, music,
theater, fine arts, storytelling, digital arts - and more - to align effectively with core academic stan-
dards. We also offer Professional Development for classroom educators to illustrate and teach the use
of powerful arts-integration learning techniques. The overall goal of our programs is to create arts
programs that nurture children’s capacity to imagine and develop critical thinking and social skills
for the 21st century. For more information about Young Audiences of Virginia visit, www.yav.org.
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August 4, 2015

Young Audiences of Virginia
Celebrates 60 Years of Art-in-Education

WHO: Young Audiences Virginia (YAV) will celebrate 60 years of providing art in education
this year with a unique celebration that’s sure to get everyone on their feet. Over the years,
nearly 65,000 Virginians have been impacted by YAV performances, and this fun evening will
commemorate 60 years of teaching, performing and making learning fun through the arts.

WHAT: Guests will enjoy a formal event featuring “down home” fun and Appalachian musi-
cians After Jack. Heavy hors d'oeuvres will be served, and a paddle raise hosted by a special
guest Sandra Parker, from ABC13 News/WVEC will elevate the excitement at the party.

Come dressed in country and/or black tie attire and celebrate arts-in-education with Young
Audiences of Virginia!

When & Where: Sept. 17, 2015 starting at 6 p.m.
Norfolk Yacht and Country Club
7001 Hampton Blvd
Norfolk, VA 23505

Tickets: $75 general admission includes two drink tickets.

Sponsorships are still available. Call (757) 466-7555 for more information.

HiHH

Young Audiences - Arts for Learning - Virginia uses learning through the creativity of dance,
music, theater, fine arts, storytelling, digital arts - and more - to align effectively with core aca-
demic standards. We also offer Professional Development for classroom educators to illustrate
and teach the use of powerful arts-integration learning techniques. The overall goal of our pro-
grams is to create arts programs that nurture children’s capacity to imagine and develop critical
thinking and social skills for the 21st century. For more information about Young Audiences of

Virginia visit, www.yav.org.
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February 6, 2015

Young Audiences of Virginia celebrates its 60™ Anniversary!
Inspiring and engaging students in and through the arts

Norfolk, Va. - For the last 60 years, students across the state of Virginia improved literacy skills,
reading, and their ability to learn through arts performances and workshops. Since 1955, Young
Audiences of Virginia has been the leading provider of high quality arts-in-education program-
ming for the state, with all programs grounded in the Virginia Standards of Learning core cur-
riculum.

“Having Young Audiences in the state of Virginia has brought numerous arts-in-learning experi-
ences to students that wouldn’t have had the opportunity to participate without the organization. I
am happy to be a part of an organization that uses innovation and creativity to enrich the lives of
children,” said Beth Hazelette, President of the YAV State Board of Directors.

Young Audiences of Virginia will be honoring the organization’s accomplishments through
celebratory events during all of 2015. Young Audiences is working to build its base of supporters
who are involved in the organization and excited about the arts. This effort will strengthen the
role the arts play in the lives and education of children statewide.

Young Audiences of Virginia will kick off its 60™ Anniversary Celebration during National
Young Audiences Week March 15-21, 2015. Performances and events will begin with the Cele-
bration of the Arts, March 14, 2015, at the Children’s Museum of Virginia. For more information
about getting involved in the celebration, contact Jennifer Chapman at scheduling@yav.org.

HitH
Young Audiences - Arts for Learning — Virginia is the leading provider of high quality arts-in-
education programming in Virginia. We offer an array of arts performances and workshops
grounded in Virginia’s core curriculum, residencies for children of all ages, and professional de-
velopment for teachers in arts-integration techniques that improve students’ literacy skills, moti-
vation to read, and ability to learn. Young Audiences of Virginia, Inc. is a 501(c)(3), not-for-
profit.
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Symposium Participants Discover Valuable Connections between YAV’s Educa-
tional Resources and their Work in the Classroom on March 7™

Norfolk, VA - The Old Dominion University Early Childhood Symposium, sponsored by PNC Bank’s
PNC Foundation, will take place on the Norfolk Campus of Old Dominion University on March 07, 2014.
The annual event will focus on the theme of Responsive Pedagogy: Teaching, Documenting, and Learn-
ing from Children’s Work. The symposium will feature representatives from local museums and arts-
based organizations including Cindy Aitken, Education Director, and Michael Kerry Williams, Execu-
tive Director, of Young Audiences of Virginia.

"Arts Integrated learning and teaching is the core of our work. We know children retain higher quantities
of information when the work is relevant and connections are made to real experiences, hence the arts.
We are excited to work with educators and the ODU Early Childhood Symposium to teach in and through
the arts." —Michael Kerry Williams, Executive Director of Young Audiences of Virginia.

This professional development event targets early childhood educators, administrators and supporters,
allowing them the opportunity to participate in a day of learning and networking.

This year’s symposium focuses on children’s culture and art learning, allowing arts-based organizations,
like Young Audiences of Virginia, to present how their programs in arts-integrated education improve the
learning experience for students.

The Early Childhood Symposium at Old Dominion University will be held on Saturday, March 7,
2015 from 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. at Old Dominion University, Batten Arts & Letters Building, Nor-
folk, VA 23529. The event is $35.00 per person and hosted by the Virginia Early Childhood Policy Cen-
ter and the Children’s Learning and Research Center. For more information and to RSVP for the event,
contact the Virginia Early Childhood Policy Center or click here.

Young Audiences Arts for Learning Virginia is the leading provider of quality arts-in-education pro-
gramming in Virginia. We offer an array of arts performances and workshops grounded in the core cur-
riculum, residencies for children of all ages, and professional development in arts-integration techniques
that improve students' literacy skills, motivation to read, and ability to learn. We are dedicated to bringing
innovation and imagination to education through the arts. 2015 is a year of celebration for Young Audi-
ences of Virginia, marking 60 years of operation since the organization’s humble beginnings in 1955.
Young Audiences of Virginia is celebrating 60 years of operation throughout all of 2015. There will be
several events and programs to commemorate the organization. More information on the 60™ Anniversary
can be found at yav.org. Young Audiences of Virginia is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit
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Recent Awards
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Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Awards

1. Yale Distinguished Music Education Partnership Award
2. Dominion Art Stars Award
3. Batten Foundation Challenge

4. Safe Harbor Award
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Young Audiences Photo Albums

e Celebrate! YAV & VSO Gala

¢ Professional Development

¢ Dance4Life-Simonsdale Elementary School

e  Dance4Life-Churchland Primary & Intermediate School

¢ Between the Lions K Readiness Residency: Via Goode

e Arts Are Wild

* (Celebrate the Arts with the Children’s Museum of Virginia

e Between The Lions K Readiness Residency: Cindy Aitken
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Logos
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Young Audiences of Virginia Logos
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Other Resources

Young Audiences ¢ Arts for Learning ¢ Virginia: Press Kit

29



For more information, please feel free to visit:

Website

Facebook

M= Twitter

)/

]
Instagram

Young Audiences ¢ Arts for Learning ¢ Virginia: Press Kit

30



